From:  Joyce Passer

Re: Alvin Passer

I love my dad with all of my heart.

I am writing this note to emphasize and clarify some of the points regarding my guardianship with my dad, Alvin Passer.

My sole motivation in all of this legal battle with my sister, Jeanna, is to make sure that my dad’s rights are respected and that he is in the best possible situation.

I was glad to obtain guardianship for my dad along with Jeanna last year.  I looked forward to to working with her to cultivate the best life for my dad.  Jeanna wanted joint guardianship with me but from her next actions I wonder if she did not have a plan to eventually get me off the guardianship so she could have sole control of my dad’s person and estate.  Shortly after obtaining the guardianship Jeanna expressed that she wanted to restrict everyone from visiting my dad, including my other sister Janet, Olive Manoli and even my dad’s friends from the exercise class that he attended.  At that time I reminded her of Judge Nordheim’s statement to not restrict visitation for my dad.  In finalizing the order for our guardianship Jeanna was so extremely obsessive about every word that eventually Shelly Krohn (our lawyer at the time) had to email to Jeanna that she did not like her attitude and that she would no longer represent us.  By this time, I was seeing that there was going to be problems – I was very worried and expressed this to Jeanna.  I also saw how my dad’s illness was progressing and how Olive was indeed repentful of some of her actions – I tried to facilitate communication but Jeanna would have none of it.  Once my dad was in at the Cottages (this was to be a “test” for a month to see how he did).  I was still very willing and able to care for him if he did not thrive at the Cottages, Jeanna ceased communication with me except for superficial emails and took all of my dad’s funds out of the Bank of America account and put them into an account tied to her own account at Silver State Credit Union.  She has refused to follow through with the court order stating that she is to make the account open to myself.  She also has refused to agree to place my dad’s funds from the sale of his property into a blocked, interest baring account.  She has tried to isolate my father from virtually, everyone that loves him by overt lies.  She has created chaos where my dad lives (The Cottages) telling certain staff not to speak with me (telling them that I am inappropriate and “crazy”) and putting up signs and telling the staff lies about Olive Manoli and her visiting rights with my dad.  This has put the administrator is a very difficult position.  She has also created chaos with my dad’s medical care.  Although she does not care to understand what my dad’s physical needs are, she has made up lies that I have “fired” some of his doctors, etc.  She created such problems after phoning Dr. Pineiro, that he feels that he can no longer be a physician to my dad.  When my dad was recently in the Emergency department at St. Rose she yelled out when she saw Olive at my dad’s bedside that Olive was convicted of sexual abuse and that there was a restraining order -- she called for security.  My husband and myself drove all night to get there to be with my dad as we knew Jeanna would not be there for him.  We stayed with him – someone with a disease like Alzhiemer’s, who cannot speak for himself needs an advocate and someone close to care for him and to orient him to the situation.
Jeanna has also used my dad’s financial assets to create bogus court cases against me.  (Ex: she took me to court after accusing me of “kidnapping” my dad when we went on vacation for a week to California.  She was well aware of the trip and even spoke with myself and my brother in law while Alvin was in California – my sister and husband overheard the conversation.  She also accused me in court of “harassing” the staff at the Cottages and asked that I never be able to visit with my father.  The administrator wrote me a letter stated the untruth of this but thankfully, the judge saw the ridiculousness of the matter).

At this time my sister is accusing me of “messing with my dad’s medications and firing his doctors”.  Again, I have full documentation that this is not true and that I acted appropriately.   
Jeanna has not even bothered to consider my dad’s needs. When I have tried to communicated with her re: the fact that my dad may need a different kind of care (he has been hospitalized twice while at the Cottages for 6-7 months for being unresponsive – the doctors stated that he was dehydrated.  His blood glucose has risen incrementally for the time he has lived at the Cottages.  He has constant skin tears.  He had a terrible diaper rash when he was admitted to St.Rose hospital recently as the staff is busy and do not attend to his incontinence.   After a month at the Cottages my dad regressed in his mental capacity and when I went to see him for his trip to Calif. he was extremely constipated to the point where I had to have him disimpacted), she says that I am over reacting and crazy and won’t discuss it.  I felt so bad for my dad at one point I hired a companion to help him and keep him company.  Jeanna told her to leave immediately per the companion and that I was “crazy” for hiring her.

I love and respect my dad.  I respect the fact that although my dad is ill with Alzheimer’s disease, he still has rights.  I have cared for him on a 1:1 basis.  I have been and am now involved as a loving daughter and guardian should be in all aspects of his care and happiness.  I am fully aware of the medication that he takes,  his physical condition as well as his mental status.  My dad is now unable to speak for himself and I am also my dad’s advocate.  I am an RN with an advanced degree (Master of science) in psychiatric nursing and I teach geriatrics and psychiatric nursing at a local college.
I have maintained knowledge of my dad’s medications and care since he moved to the Cottages.  I set up a care plan for him to assist in his care.  I am able to give a complete medical history to his doctors.   When my dad was recently hospitalized at St Rose, Dr. Chopra stated that no one (not the Cottages or my sister) was able to give him any history or data on my dad until we talked.  
The truth is in my response to the latest petition that Jeanna has filed against me.  There are letters from the very MDs that she accused me of firing.  My dad’s doctor’s know me and they were appalled to hear of the accusations that Jeanna made about me.

I have been caring and appropriate in every aspect with my father and his care.

I believe that my dad has a right, in his declining years to be around and cared for by those that love him (i.e.: family).   I want to continue to be my father’s guardian as I fell that I have my dad’s best interest at heart.  Jeanna has proven, due to her delusional thinking and mismanagement of my dad’s person and estate that she does not.
I am so sad that all of this has happened.  I love my father and my sister, Jeanna.  But I must fight to protect my dad. 
There is much more that I could say about how seriously this situation is – Unfortunately Jeanna must be taken out of her guardianship role so that my dad and his estate will be protected and his rights will stay intact. 

Thank you for reading my statement.  I hope that the truth will be revealed.  Please contact me with any questions or concerns.

Thank you,

Joyce Passer

(408) 823-7163

