To: Carol A. Kingman, ESQ Elder Law Attorney

       Julie C. Arnold Elder Law Attorney

       Other members of the Court

From: Janet Boeninger, Sister of Joyce Passer and daughter of Alvin Passer

Date: 04/09/08

RE: Joyce Passer becoming sole Guardian of Alvin Passer’s Person and Estate

       Case No: 06-G 029656

I support Joyce wholeheartedly to be the guardian of  our father Alvin Passer.  Joyce and Spencer have made excellent cases in their letters of 4/9/08.

It could be argued that the current guardianship by Jeanna Passer meets a minimum standard of care for families who put their parents in Alzheimer's facilities and rarely visit. We want a higher standard than that.  Joyce has shown over and over again that she provides an active, involved, vigilant, knowledgeable and caring guardianship and is determined that Alvin live the rest of his days in comfort and with as much enjoyment as he can have.

I applaud Joyce and admire her for the role she has taken and I am deeply indebted to her for taking such good care of our father.

When Jeanna and Joyce became co-guardians, Jeanna probably thought she could manipulate Joyce, who as the youngest was the most carefree. But Joyce took her guardianship very seriously.  I think Jeanna was caught by surprise. 

Once Joyce realized that Alvin would be removed from his home as a result of the May 2007 decision, Joyce realized it was not a good deal. The verdict was in, but the court papers had not been filed. Joyce was given legal advice to either fire her attorney, Shelly Krohn, which would disrupt the case, or attempt to re-review every word of the case

in detail with a new judge.  Because Joyce was worried about her status as co-guardian, the expense, and prolonging  Jared Shafer as guardian, she decided to let the court papers be filed. It was a difficult decision.

To delay Alvin moving to Assisted Living, Joyce moved to Las Vegas and moved in with Alvin to take care of him. During this time Joyce took Alvin to all his Doctor's appointments, met his doctors and became familiar with his care and health problems. It was during this time that she met Sam Spear, who is offering to be co-guardian, when she took Alvin to his physical therapy sessions.  
This was a very painful time. Jeanna said Olive couldn't see Alvin, and Joyce had to live with Alvin crying and asking where Olive was.  Joyce was afraid to defy Jeanna by having  Olive come to the house, so Joyce took Al to restaurants for lunch where he met Olive, hoping no one would see them.. 

Joyce helped Alvin move into assisted living and stayed in Las Vegas a couple more weeks to make sure he was doing OK.  Joyce had to endure Alvin crying more and more. Joyce told me it was a life-changing experience for her and she would never be the same.  It was a very difficult time for Joyce, Alvin, Olive, and me. The only person not affected was Jeanna. 

I  give Joyce financial support whenever I can to help with her expenses and to show my support.  I couldn't have done what she did, and I am grateful she is doing what she is doing. 

With John Hancock paying $3000 a month towards his care, Jeanna knew if the $3000 went to an Alzheimer's care facility, the house could be sold and interest made on the money, plus the expenses of living in the house (food, taxes, electricity, insurance) would be gone.  Yes, that would make more money for the estate, but is that good guardianship for Alvin?

Jeanna has the ability to say hateful things about people. Jeanna told the neighbors at Teal Point, The Sharkeys, who wrote a letter supporting Joyce as guardian, that Olive sexually abused Alvin.  The Sharkeys immediately called Olive to tell her about it. The Sharkeys are good friends of Alvin and Olive and couldn't believe that Jeanna would be telling this to them.  Joyce and I don't know if Jeanna actually believes it. We don't know what to think.
On one phone call Jeanna tried to convince me that Joyce kidnapped Alvin when she took him to California. She said Joyce got up early in the morning and took him away from the Cottages when no one was awake. Apparently Jeanna forgot who she was talking to or who she was trying to convince. I try to say very little. Of course I knew Joyce was only

taking Alvin to California for a visit  and I also know Joyce leaves very early in the morning when she drives from LV to CA.  Jeanna took an easily explainable fact

and made it into a criminal offense.

 Joyce and I discussed that Jeanna way lying in wait to make a move to remove Joyce as co-guardian.  We just didn't know what Jeanna would consider a grievous enough offense  to file a lawsuit.  I read the letter from Patience Bristol.  I found her letter suspiciously favorable to all of the charges being filed by Jeanna.  I suspect that Ms. Bristol was actually spoon fed all this disinformation by Jeanna.  At least Ms Bristol could have taken the trouble to get the facts straight,  Mr. Sullivan is not a doctor, but a nurse practitioner, who said Alvin’s medical condition is too complex for him to handle.  This is exactly what the case revolves around, Alvin had no physician to attend to him. When Joyce

tried to get him expert medical help, Jeanna was not willing to drive him to a

doctor’s appointment.  

These are trumped up charges. There was no harm done and if there was, it was

fixed by Jeanna making a phone call.  I feel this lawsuit is to Jeanna's detriment. It only

points up the lengths she will go to to remove her co-guardian.  
It was Jeanna’s negligence in her duties that kicked off this series of events

when Jeanna wouldn’t take Alvin to see a doctor specializing in Alzheimer’s at Joyce’s request. There are medications to control aggressiveness in people with advanced
Alzheimer’s, which is a common symptom.  Jeanna just said ‘Oh, he’s OK’ and

persisted in blaming Olive for exciting him, which is preposterous considering all the

information available about Alzheimer’s disease. Eventually Joyce did get Alvin  proper

medication and a checkup with a reputable specialist, but no thanks to Jeanna.
Between Joyce’s history of caring for Alvin and meeting his doctors, her knowledge of
Alvin’s medical history and medications, and her knowledge of medicine and Alzheimer’s

disease versus Jeanna’s total lack of knowledge, or even want of knowledge of Alvin’s medical condition, any reasonable person would realize Joyce was dutifully performing her duties as co-guardian.

In fact, this lawsuit itself is proof of Jeanna trying to hinder Joyce from performing

her rightful duties as co-guardian.
A more logical thing for Jeanna, or any reasonable person, to have done would have been to work with Joyce to make sure Alvin had the best medical care instead of initiating a lawsuit against her.
Alvin is only going to get worse and eventually fade away. My husband's mother

passed away from Alzheimer's so I am familiar with the disease.

Please let Joyce care for her father with respect and dignity, the way

he should be cared for.

Regards, Janet Boeninger
Daughter of Alvin Passer
